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Scales, chords, arpeggios are words you
hear musicians say, but

o Whatexactly are they?

Why are they really that important?
But I “just want to play” songs

How will'they help me play better?

How do athletes/ accomplish their skills? Are there moves they do over
and over and over and over and over in practice, so it becomes automatic
when in the game? The same_is true for musician skills, gained one step at
a time. You are the one that can make practice fun by changing up the way
you play scales, chords, & arpeggios. Explore playing different variations of
what the music says, take different parts and put them together your way!
Your music! Have fun learning ‘about' music, playing music, and creating music!

Learn to see the Musical Patterns in the scales, chords, & arpeggios.
Try these variations in practice & then creaté your own musical variations:

Change up rhythms and add a rhythm track to play with for fun
Try pauses - play 3 or 4 notes, pause, repeat as you go

Try different scales - blues scale, minoryscales, €hromatic scale
Try harmonies - play BH a 3" or 6'" apart or.add chords
Change articulations - smooth, staccato, slurs, accents, etc.
Try improv using notes of the key scale - to create music!

Music has a language and code all its own.
"Cracking the Code of Music"
helps you realize your dreams to play & create Music.
Music information throughout the book helps you
Learn, Play, & Create MUSIC

Playing scales, chords, & arpeggios consistently will build
your musical “muscles” and improve your improv skills!



Reading Music Lesson 1

Music symbols — help you know how to play music notes and rhythm
How you play communicates - paints a picture, tells a story, sets a mood

Articulations:
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Staceato - play Tenuto - play Accent - play Marcato - play
short, détached full note value note louder heavier accent
n . - 2 > = = R
ANV
Q) |
Staccatissimo Mezzo Staccato  Accented Tenuto Accented Staccato
- Spiccato - play with only - play full value - play note short
play short as possible slight/detachment & accented & accented
: A = O [® )
) - — Z ;; E
Martellato Tremolo - rapidly repeated note
= play note strongly If the tremolo is between 2 notes, they are played in rapid alteration.
Number of slashes = how fast note repeats
2 slashes = 1/16 notes, 3 slashes = 1/32 notes
For piano: 2 notes more than a wholestep apart
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ra o L. 0 s
“ ; g Y (o 7
| s = DR
6,
Arpeggio - Rolled Chord Glissando - play notes in a continuous slide
- play notes bottom to top Portamento - slide smoothly from onemote to next

in rapid succession, each note held as Using fingernails, slide from Istmnote to the 2nd note

others are played, usually ascending

Expressions Marks: tools to turn notes into music = how music should sound/feel
Notes can be played to sound: elegant/beautiful or angry/sad or happy/funny.........

® Articulation — how you attack & release each note, your touch creates “mood”
® Dynamics — how loud or how soft you play notes, with all variations of "volume"
® Tempo — how fast or how slow you play notes, with all variations of "speed"
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Classical Composer
Arr. Suzanne Solum

Ludwig van Beethoven 1770-1827
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Reading Music Lesson 3

*Music is filled with patterns, smaller patterns and larger patterns.

Know and Recognize different musical patterns to help you play better.

e Motif, Motive — short pattern used repeatedly, Beethoven’s 5" is famous
-- find the motif used repeatedly in Rock Climbin’ Blues
e Phrase — complete musical idea, containing one or more motives
e Sequences — a repeated pattern started on a different note using the same
intervals & rhythm - see example from Arabesque by Burgmuller below
e Counterpoint — use of 2 or more melodic lines simultaneously, Bach’s music
e Rhythm patterns repeated in music — as seen in measures 3 — 6 in Arabesque below

Find the Sequences & Rhythm patterns:

Arabesque by Burgmuller
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Reading the Grand Staff — both staves together
Relative Motion: the related motion in voicing chords & melodies in music

See: how notes/hands move — BH together & Independently

Parallel Motion: voices moving in same direction and by the same interval between notes
Similar Motion: voices move in same direction, up or down, but not by the same interval
Contrary Motion: voices moving in opposite directions

Oblique Motion: one voice repeats the same note, while the other voice moves




Rock Climbin' Blues

Suzanne Solum
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Morning Mood

Edvard Grieg

1843-1907 Romantic Composer

Arr. Suzanne Solum
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22 Reading Music Lesson -7
Remember: Songs are made up of music keys having patterns that can be
Major Keys or minor keys, which have specific scales & chords for that key.
Listening to the sound of those scales & chords in the song will help you to
know if it is: a Major Key - with a bright sound or a minor key - with a serious
d
Key of Dm - natural minor - finding scale notes & chords of minor Keys:
L] o e o L] [ ] N t I
| 1 11 v v VI VI 1 2
minor Keys
Scale
1 2 3 4 s 6 7 8 :
egree
b Key of Dm
Dm E,, F .Gm Am B C Dm o
Primary chords in minor'keys:"i (tonic), iv (sub-dominant), v (V) (dominant) are the
important chords and contain all the scale notes. Key of Dm: (i) Dm, (iv) Gm, (v) Am
Key of Am - minor keys have 3 types of minor scales to choose from:
Natural minor scale
f ° o |
)’ A |
o
)
, Harmonic minor scale 4
o @ ud |
)’ A & bl I
o
)
A Melodic minor scale 3 . ® .
)’ 4 [.]
[y
*Keys of F and Dm are
0 — : b Relative Keys — minor &
" 1 Major keys with the
D same Key Signature

F BluesScale F Ab B B C Eb F
Practice ascending & descending with RH or LH until hands are fluid.



Prelude in C - Chords

J.S. Bach

by Suzanne Solum
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Prelude in C

Johann Sebastian Bach
1685-1750 Baroque Composer

con grazia

Dm/C

i ; i I
i "
L ua Y i « . Ik
I\ A | LA A %
o« PYas . % m
| e a4 | s-Q | e PRI .y
N JI B J
Al i 0 Al ™o i
i - I : o Mun as , W
o~ | =0 “o M o - - . H
O |y 9 O |l Q| A '
I iy

—
.
=

\

LYaR

o L (\} - L‘l/ O Y " " (In
~ = =
wy S5 e sl & -0 S PN sl E M -
NG R L R L S CE NE &N
o w SN N
S —NT— N— S — N— S — N— S — N— S —

Copyright © 2014 by Suzanne Solum. All rights reserved.



Circle of Fifths — Relative Minor Key

Order of Sharps: FC G D A E B

Order of Flats:

Dm
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BEADGCEF
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Chords /Scales/ Blues - Song Building Blocks — 1

3 Ways to Build Blues Songs

Improvisation: Music that is created spontaneously, without preparation

e 12 Bar Chord Progressions ﬂ

¢ Blues Scales for creating Melody & Improv
e Listen, listen to music rhythms — LH, RH, BH

Finding Your Musical Blues Voice:
1%t pick a key,

2" use its blues scalemotes for melody,

3" use the key’s primary chordsfor chord progression,

4t play & listen. Experiment &keep what you like.

Start by writing a Blues Song in key of C Major: ﬂ

RH: Use the blues scales below. LH: Use Primary ChordsC, F, G

A
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C Eb F Gb G Bb
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Next try the Key of F Major: Primary Chords: F, Bb, C
o)
P

|
| | 10
3 & ,F
2 I
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F Ab Bb B C BFEb F

Then try the Key of G Major: Primary Chords: G, C, D

A Ib‘ o—'qfc
[y

D>

G Bb C Db D F G

f

The minor blues/scale of
6 notes, also called
hexatonic, isa blues scale
made up of the minor
pentatonic scale + the
bgth degree. This added
note can be spelled either
a flat 5t" or a sharp 4.




Level 4

/A

(‘j‘ ’ r J (— J
DUINYLSe J /J/',J,C
anew day, a new song

Accompaniment

Skills to unlock any song you want

to play, create, or embellish. ﬂ



Accompaniment Skills Lesson 5
Explore Options: Take LH Chords apart in a variety of ways with Broken Chords
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Semper Fidelis

"Always Faithful"
Official March of U.S. Marine Corps
by John Philip Sousa 1899
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Hatikvah
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with Hope Samuel Cohen 1888
LH: flowing
Cm Fm Cm Fm G’ Cm
: igﬁ i_; Db 2 i i_‘l | L‘_._J =
Y & *
Fm Cm Fm Cm
lqlpl 1 I |
) J ] | [ & p=
s o v °* 3 R |
r
Fm G7 Cm Fm Cm
|
5
. o o o = &
Bb Eb Cm Bb Eb
b
Lv‘ ID e r = f o —
.‘s.
Fm Cm Fm Cm Fm Eb
'hl"l
) J - -—‘—- @ N ||
Fm Cm Fm Cm Fm Cm
|
5 ) ! . =
o g o * e *
Fm Eb Fm Cm
|
B — % i
» - - P m— s B S = 1
v



Singabahambayo

Celebration of Freedom & Hope South African Folk Song
LH: pulsing bass
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Accompaniment — Harmonizing a melody:
Octave + 5" and Stride LH with the song "O When the Saints"

Accompaniment Skills Lesson 8
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Oompah Rhythm
Steps to Modulate: to change keys in a song
D G D B7 Em A7 D Bb7 Eb Eb Ab
f & || L., [ | [l
| ~ 1 DO
[ o [ I 1 1
I v V74 | i V7 I V7(Eb) I Y%
O { b1
1 DO 1IN
SES qeh B

*Chord Symbols are independent of key signature. Find &
use the common tone shared by chords as you modulate -
d is shared by D & B®”. Now try modulating into Key of Eb-

modulate using V7 of Eb
LH walks down 2 whole steps
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